


“Jesus: Our Merciful and 
Faithful High Priest”

Hebrews 2:17

Jesus served as the perfect High Priest in His earthly ministry



“Therefore he had to be made like his brothers in every
respect, so that he might become a merciful and
faithful high priest in the service of God, to make
propitiation for the sins of the people.” - Hebrews 2:17



Outline of Hebrews

Introduction Hebrews 1:1 – 1:4

I. Jesus’ Superiority to the Angels Hebrews 1:5 – 2:18
a) His Divinity Hebrews 1:14
b) A Call to Acceptance Hebrews 2:1-4
c) His Humanity Hebrews 2:5-18



Outline of Hebrews

II. Jesus as the Superior High Priest Hebrews 3:1 – 10:18
A.  The Character of Jesus as High Priest Hebrews 3:1 – 5:10

a) The Faithful Son/High Priest Hebrews 3:1 – 3:6
b) A Call to Obedience Hebrews 3:7 – 4:14
c) The Merciful High Priest Hebrews 4:15 – 5:10

B.  The Function of Jesus as High Priest Hebrews 5:11 – 10:39
a) A Call to Maturity Hebrews 5:11 – 6:20
b) Jesus’ Superiority to Melchizedek Hebrews 7:1 – 7:28
c) Mediator of a New Covenant Hebrews 8:1 – 10:18



Outline of Hebrews

III. The Enduring Faith of the Believer Hebrews 10:19 – 13:19
a) A Call to Faithfulness Hebrews 10:19 – 10:39
b) Examples of the faithful Hebrews 11:1 – 11:40
c) The Example of the Ultimate Faithful One Hebrews 12:1 – 12:13
d) Faithful Living Hebrews 12:14 – 13:19

Conclusion Hebrews 13:20 – 13:25



The High Priest

As is evident in the name, the High Priest is distinct from other priests by rank, 
function, and standards.

The first somewhat mention of a High Priest “Priest of the Most High God” is in 
Genesis 14:18 and it refers to the mysterious priest/king Melchizedek.

Although Aaron and his sons were consecrated as the first priests in Exodus 28, 
the first mention of High Priest as an official office is not until Leviticus 21:10.

Jehoaida is the first named person to be specified as the High Priest (2 Kings 
12), although the office is assumed for men who preceded him (Eleazar, 
Phineas, Eli, etc.)





The Character and Function of the High Priest

According to Exodus 28, the High Priest was to be extravagantly dressed while in 
service (chest piece, ephod, robe, tunic, turban, and sash)

He was to wear the names of the 12 tribes of Israel: 6 engraved on each onyx 
shoulder piece, and one on each of the 12 precious stones set in his ephod

His turban bore a gold plate on the front which said “Holiness Unto the LORD”

The High Priest was consecrated by being washed with water, anointed with oil, 
a smeared (right earlobe, right thumb, right big toe)/sprinkled with blood



The Character and Function of the High Priest

According to Leviticus 21, the High Priest must live a life of holiness, set apart 
from the people.

He was not permitted to defile himself by being in the presence of a dead body 
– even his parents

He was only permitted to marry a virgin from his clan in the Tribe of Levi

He could not have a physical defect/handicap; this would disqualify him from 
service



The Character and Function of the High Priest

The High Priest was considered to be the mediator between God and the 
children of Israel

He was to oversee the priestly functions of sacrifice, instruction, and worship

He was to offer a sacrifice for his personal sins, and for the sins of the nation 
continually

He was to preside over the annual Day of Atonement (Yom Kippur), to sacrifice 
for the sins of the nation



Jesus: Our Merciful and Faithful High Priest

Although Jesus was not of the Aaronic genealogical line, the writer of Hebrews 
will later show us how He was qualified to serve as the last and greatest High 
Priest

Jesus perfectly exemplified and executed the office of High Priest like no one did 
before Him.  The closest human example is Melchizedek, of whom very little is 
known



Summary

We are richly blessed to be represented by a merciful and faithful 
High Priest, who stood in our place by sacrificing Himself for our sins!

“For we have not an high priest which cannot be touched with the 
feeling of our infirmities; but was in all points tempted like as we are, 
yet without sin. Let us therefore come boldly unto the throne of grace, 

that we may obtain mercy, and find grace to help in time of need”. 
(Hebrews 4:15-16)


